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1.  Why do we assess?

At Lilly Hall Junior School we believe the key purpose of assessment is a tool in which pupil progress and attainment can be monitored and then be used to move children on in their learning.  Continued monitoring of each child’s progress gives a clear picture of their attainment.  It is important that the teacher knows what has been remembered, what skills have been acquired and what concepts have been understood.  This enables teachers to reflect on what children are doing and informs future planning.  Our assessments in school are:-

· To define each child’s ability: what the child knows, understands and can apply.

· To reveal children’s strengths and weaknesses.

· To involve sharing learning goals with children.

· To ensure early identification of children with S.E.N.

· To inform future planning and target setting: to ensure continuity and progression in our work with the children.

· To communicate accurate information about the child that is useful to teachers, pupils, parents and other educational agencies.

· To comply with statutory requirements.

2.  Strategies for Assessment

It is important that formative and summative assessments are incorporated into the planning process.  All teachers should assess their class or group on a regular basis so that they can plan the next stage in each child’s learning.  It helps teachers monitor progress, provide motivation for the children and helps inform planning.  

2.1  Formative Assessment

Formative assessment can be completed by:-

· Observation – watching the children on task.

· Questioning/discussion with the children.

· Examining children’s written work.

· Marking children’s work and giving purposeful written feedback, not just a grade. (In line with the marking policy.)

· Teacher devised tests – such as spelling, tables, etc.

All feedback to pupils should be about the particular qualities of his or her work, with advice on what he or she can do to improve and should avoid comparisons with other pupils.

2.2. Summative Assessment

Summative assessments are used to help us decide what a child can do at a particular time and can be used to compare cohorts of children with LA and National averages.  At our school summative assessments are completed towards the end of a school year or on completion of a unit of work and is completed through:-

· End of Key Stage 2 SAT’s for pupils in year 6.

· Completion of final year assessments for years 3, 4 and 5.

· NFER Reading Test completed by all years in April.

· Years 3 and 4 complete Level 2A/B
· Years 5 and 6 complete Level 3A/B
· Years 3 also complete a comparative test on entry in September.

· Each term a piece of Unaided Writing is completed in the child’s individual Progress Book.  This is marked and levelled to APP writing criteria.
· Annual record of achievement sent out to parents.

· Verbal feedback to parents takes place each term.

2.3  Children’s Self Assessment

In our school the children are involved in self assessment and target setting.  In order for this to be successful, children need to be trained in self assessment so that they can understand  the main purposes of their learning and thereby have an idea of what they need to achieve.  Children need to have a sufficient understanding of their learning targets and have clear feedback from their teacher for them to have an positive effect on their learning outcomes.

3. Record Keeping

Recording needs to be ongoing, manageable and useful, not just to be completed for handing in.  At our school the purpose of recording children’s achievements is to:-

· Help teachers monitor children’s progress.

· Recognise achievements and share these with the child.

· Form a basis for formal reporting.  E.g. to parents, other schools.

Individual records of levels achieved in Reading, Writing and Maths are recorded in the E-MAG.  Teachers also keep their own informal notes to assist filling in school records.

4.  Target Setting

Summative Assessment data relating to individual children’s attainment in SAT results and NFER Reading Test results are tracked throughout the Key Stage.  On entering the school each child’s Key Stage 1 results are entered into the school E-MAG and targets are set annually (in September) by the class teacher and Head Teacher.  These targets are then reported to the subject manager.  Targets set are based on previous achievements, attitude to learning, pupil characteristics etc.  Not necessarily two sub levels but are in line with expected progress!

The targets take the form of sub levels.  The targets are reflected upon and reviewed each term to ascertain if the children are ‘on track’ to achieve their targets.  The analysis of the data is made by the Subject Manager/Head Teacher and class teacher during the termly pupil progress meeting.   Each class teacher should have their own copy of the analysis which highlights next steps of learning.

End of Key Stage targets for English and Mathematics are set in the Autumn Term of each year for all year groups by the Senior Management team before being ratified with governors.  The school tracking documents form a basis of information to advise the targets for each year group.

5. Pupil Progress Meetings

Each term after the submission of data, the class teacher and Subject Manager/Head Teacher will attend the Pupil Progress Meeting where each individual pupil progress is discussed.  From this meeting, class teachers will complete a ‘Child Causing Concern’ sheet which will highlight any individual children who are making inadequate progress from their Key Stage 1 starting point and record any actions the class teacher is going to highlight to bring the child ‘back on track’.  

6. Reporting to Parents

Parents are invited to attend a parent’s evening each term when staff are available to discuss progress and targets for their child, although parents may see their class teacher at other times if they have any immediate concerns.  

Parents receive an Individual Record of Achievement for their child in the Summer Term which reports on their child’s progress during the academic year and their current levels of attainment.  The record provides summative and informative information relating to all the areas of the National Curriculum and the child’s personal and social development.  Comments are subject specific and are written clearly to show how well their child is progressing as well as individual areas for improvement.  An effort grade for each subject is also recorded.  Records of Achievement follow an agreed format as laid down by Government Legislation and report to all legal requirements.  The attendance report of the child is also attached.  Parents of children in Year 6 receive their End of Key Stage Assessments with the Record of Achievement, giving both Teacher Assessments and SAT outcomes.

7.  The Role of the Subject Manager

The assessment manager is responsible for co-ordinating and monitoring assessments throughout the school.  In their role this includes:-

· Ensuring continuity of assessments are completed throughout the Key Stage.

· Providing members of staff with guidelines to show how assessments are completed and reported.

· Advising and attending in-service training when appropriate.  This is line with the needs of the school set out in the Developing Excellence Plan and in order to keep abreast of the changes in the educational environment.
· Advising and supporting colleagues in the implementation of the annual assessment tests carried out in school.

· Controlling a central record keeping area (E-MAG) where individual children’s records are held.

· Analysing and publishing data relating to SAT test and NFER Test Results.

· Liaising with the appropriate subject managers to ensure the information is up to date and relevant to the changing curriculum and assessment procedures.
· Ensuring systems are in place to inform governors and parents appropriately.
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